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Dragon Lady: Being Anna May Wong
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She would have been one of the biggest stars in the world
except for one thing -- she was Chinese.

Anna May Wong was an American actress, the firsh€de-American movie star, and
the first Asian-American to become an internatisstat.. Frustrated by the stereotypical
supporting roles she reluctantly played in Hollywpshe left for Europe in the late
1920s. She solidified her image as an internakifashion icon, and by 1924 had
achieved international stardom.

She spent the first half of the 1930s travelingveen the U.S. and Europe for film and
stage appearances but in 1935, Wong was dealtttbeebt disappointment of her career,
when Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer refused to consider hettlie leading role in its film
version of Pearl S. Buck's The Good Earth, choosistgad the European actress Luise
Rainer to play the leading role in "yellowface".

For decades after her death, Wong was rememberezipgaily for the stereotypical
"Dragon Lady" and demure "Butterfly" roles that stes often given. But her life and
career were re-evaluated in the years around thtermeial of her birth, with three major
literary works and major film retrospectives.

This breakthrough actress and her life are vivimtiyught back to life by Alice Lee in
“Dragon Lady: Being Anna May Wong”. This year, thmerica she called home stand
on the brink of electing an African-American presitiwith a female contender not far
behind. It is the perfect time to examine, reeeatd celebrate the like of this non-white
American woman who came so close to breaking déwrbarriers those many years ago
but, ultimately, could not.
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